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But though suffering is an essential part of satyagraha,70
there should be no eagerness on the part of the satyagrahi to be
demonstrative and to strive after stage effect. To do so is to miss
the very spirit of satyagraha and to take leave of one's humi-
lity. Gandhiji believes that the key to quick success is humility
expressing itself in "silent and undemonstrative action of truth
and love" and not showy performances.71

It is sometimes supposed that the satyagrahi forces the
oppressor to be brutal to the last extreme and manoeuvres the
opponent into being injurious.72 With Gandhiji, however, suffering
is merely a means to the conversion of the opponent and,
according to him, brutalizing the adversary can but make his
conversion the more difficult. Besides, due to the principle of
spiritual unity, brutalization of the adversary will drag down
the satyagrahi also. In fact, Gandhiji repeatedly insists that the
aim of the satyagrahi is to prevent the brutalization of the
opponent, and that the opponent should not be compelled to
inflict punishment. "The secret of satyagraha lies in not tempting
the wrong-doer to do wrong."73 To the satyagrahi suffering,
even death, is welcome but it should come unsought. "Let us
all be brave enough to die the death of a martyr, but let no
one lust for martyrdom."74 In 1924 Gandhiji expressed his
disapproval of Sikh satyagrahis inviting fire by resisting arrests.75

He explicitly warns the satyagrahi not to feed deliberately
the provocation of the opponent76 but to meet all the provo-
cative and repressive measures of the opponent with exemplar}'
self-restraint even at the risk of being charged with cowardice.
He also feels that genuine satyagraha, being a spiritual exercise,
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